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KEARSARGE BEEKEEPERS 
www.kbanh.org      MARCH/APRIL 2015        

 

NEXT MEETING: 

SAT., APR. 11, 2015 
9-11 A.M. 

PILLSBURY LIBRARY 
WARNER 

 
AGENDA: 

 Reports 

 Old and new business including recap of 
bee school 

 Programs:   1) Tutorial on how to install 
a package of bees.  2)  Troy Hall 
answers questions on managing hives 
after overwintering 

 
 
 

President’s Message 

As I write this message, we are approaching the 
first Sunday, after the first full moon, after the 
vernal equinox (more commonly known as Easter 
Sunday).  The snow is finally melting, and soon 
creation will shed its winter’s sleep and awake with 
spring’s bloom.   
 
And so we hope with our bees—although we know 
full well that they never sleep.   
 
This is that anticipated time of year for beekeepers 
. . .when we learn how our bees fared during the 
winter, and when we look forward to installing new 
packages.   
 
Likewise, as a club, we have many good things to 
look forward to.  We just completed a very 
successful bee school, thanks to the efforts of Bill 

MacDonald, John Chadwick, and many volunteers.  
As a result, we look forward to welcoming many 
new beekeepers at our next meeting, at 9 am on 
April 11, at the Pillsbury Library in Warner.  Bill and 
John will give us a recap of bee school, and we will 
have a discussion on how we can improve for next 
time. 
 
Because it is that time of year when packages will 
be arriving for many, we will take time at our 
upcoming meeting to have a tutorial on how to 
install a package.  This will be helpful for the new 
beekeeper, as well as a good refresher for all of us.  
We will also lean on our resident expert, Troy Hall, 
to answer many of our questions on how to 
manage our hives after overwintering. 
 
So instead of hearing a guest speaker, please be 
willing to come to the meeting and participate in a 
lively interactive discussion. 
 
In light of Easter, we might do well to recall the 
words of St. John Chrysostom, who said, “The bee 
is more honored among God’s animals, not 
because she labors, but she labors for others”. 
 
A Blessed Easter to you and your family. 
--Martin 
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Kearsarge Beekeepers Minutes,  January 10, 2015 
Pillsbury Library, Warner, NH 

Meeting started at 9:05 am.  Motion made and 
seconded to accept the minutes from Sept 2014, 
minutes accepted. 

Treasurers report; Beginning of year 3972.42, End of 
year 3894.93, Loss of 77.49.  Motion made, seconded 
and accepted for treasurer’s report.  Reminder that 
membership dues are due in January, 20.00 per family. 

New Member, Michael Mchugh from Bradford 
introduced himself and wants to start beekeeping. 

Martin Marklin listed upcoming events, 

  Michael Palmer is speaking at Spring meeting of 
NHBA in Bow on March 21(this is a conflict with bee 
school so we will try to move the school date to the 
14th) 

Summer NHBA meeting at Musterfield on June 
27 

Fall NHBA Meeting on Oct 24th, we are hosting 
this meeting so we have to find a venue. Suggested sites 
were Camp Methodios in Contoocook, Common Man in 
Claremont and the old middle school in New London. 
Bow is also an option No decisions were made on 
venue.  

Bee suppliers have posted their pick up dates for 
packages online, go to mvbee.org/links-2/ for links to 
their sites. 

Bee School 

--- We are in need of an instructor for the third week, 
Maladies, Pest and Parasites and Bears, March 7th.  

--- Raffle of a hive at the bee school. Kevin Sargent 
offered to donate a complete hive, less frames and 
foundation for the raffle. Thank you Kevin!! 

Elections --- All Officers except Kim will be remaining in 
their positions, no secretary has stood for the position 
yet. Within minutes of the vote for officers Troy Hall 
volunteered and was elected as recording secretary. 
Thank you Troy! 

Farm and Forest Kevin and Cecile Lefebvre are 
overseeing the NHBA booth at the Farm and Forest 
Expo on February 6 & 7. Contact them at 494-7510 to 

volunteer to manage the booth on those 2 days. It is 
great fun to volunteer. 

“In the Hive” with Troy Hall---Troy gave us some tips for 
this time of year. He talked of seeing “spotting” or 
dysentery staining on the hive. Not much can be done 
at this time of year but the bees can be fed. Don’t feed 
syrup this time of year, use fondant or sugar. You can 
also move frames of honey closer to the cluster.  Don’t 
disrupt the cluster this time of year.   Order bees NOW, 
don’t wait! 

Short Break 

Speakers--Dave and Dorinda Priebe, Master Beekeepers 
from Raymond, NH talked to the club about keeping 
bees, bee biology and the importance of educating 
ourselves about bees. They also talked about Eastern 
Apicultural Society and the EAS Master Beekeeper 
program and their journey of becoming Master 
Beekeepers.  Dorinda encouraged us to keep notes and 
to read them. Understanding what we did and how it 
worked out. 

A donation by the club was made to the EAS Youth 
Program for Master Beekeepers on Dave and Dorinda’s 
behalf. When they present they don’t take anything but 
they donate it to EAS. Very nice! 

More Business 

Because of changes in the bee school schedule and the 
NHBA schedule we decided that we skip the next two 
meetings and resume our regular meeting in April. 

Meeting Adjourned 11:15 ish       
Recorded by John Chadwick, Vice President 
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NEWS: 

“Registration Decision for the New Active 

Ingredient Oxalic Acid

 

Summary 
This document announces the decision by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to register the 
new active ingredient oxalic acid for use against the 
Varroa mite, a parasite on honeybees. EPA has 
concluded that oxalic acid meets the regulatory 
standard under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). One product is registered 
under Section 3(c) (5) of FIFRA, “Oxalic Acid.” The 
application for this registration was submitted by the 
United States Department of Agriculture. Due to the 
significant problems this parasite poses for honeybees, 
the EPA review of the application was conducted under 
a greatly expedited process.” 
 

The above paragraph is from the first page of 
an EPA document dated 3/10/15.  You can 
read the entire document on the Dadant 
website, presumably on the EPA website and 
in other places as well.   
 
Oxalic acid as a varroa mite treatment has 
been legal in Canada, New Zealand, and parts 
of Europe for some time.  There is quite a bit of 
information online about it.  
ScientificBeekeeping.com is one such place to 
look. 
 
This is, of course, not an endorsement of any 
kind.   But, you will want to learn more about 
this topic as oxalic acid starts to be used by 
beekeepers in the U.S. 

 
EVENTS: 

UPCOMING PROGRAM SPONSORED BY 

THE LITTLE NATURE MUSEUM 
 at the Community Room of the Hopkinton 

Town Library, Contoocook 

Sat. April 11, 1:30 – 2:30 

“THE BEE’S NEEDS:  Diversity 

and sustainability of native 

pollinators” 

With Sandra Rehan, Asst. Prof. UNH, 

Dept. of Biological Sciences and Hubbard 

Center for Genome Studies 

Dr. Rehan will share information on the native bees 

of NH and detailed information on their natural 

history, nesting biology, habitat preferences, floral 

associations, and prospects for their status in the 

future. 

Editor’s note:  Dr. Rehan spoke at the NHBA 2014 fall 
meeting.  It was a very interesting program, so try to go 
to Contoocook if you missed it last October. 
 

 
 

FREE SPEAKER SERIES 

At the SO. DANBURY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

On April 24, Faith Knowles will present 

“The Bee Hive is a Medicine Cabinet.” A 

native New Englander—with hives in three states—

Faith describes herself as “a backyard beekeeper 

who makes friends with experts: “I’m no authority, 

but I’ve exposed myself to a lot of exciting ideas 

and discoveries about the medicinal value of bees.” 

Her introduction to beekeeping came when she was 

young: “There was an older German man, who used 

to keep hives on our property, and I’d follow him 

around and watch what he did, and I would say, 

‘Someday I’ll do that.’  But I never did, so on my 

50th birthday—what do you think?—my family 

gave me a hive and a book on bee-keeping. So I 
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signed up for a class, joined a local club, and I 

finally started doing it.” 

Faith also started to hear more about people who 

were using bee products to deal with health 

problems.  She took a course in Rhode Island from 

a dentist who used bee venom to be able to keep 

working; she attended national and international 

Apitherapy conferences where people—“doctors 

and scientists as well as self-medicating folks”—

were experimenting with different bee products in 

different ways; and when she travels in Europe, she 

takes note of the number of bee products available 

in the local drugstores and markets. This evening in 

South Danbury will be abuzz with lively stories, 

interesting scientific studies, and—quite possibly—

there will be some bees on hand for demonstration 

purposes. 

Talks for the Speaker Series spring schedule begin 

at 6:30 pm, with light refreshments served 

afterwards; they are free to the public, and 

donations are welcome. South Danbury Christian 

Church (an open and affirming congregation of the 

United Church of Christ) is located at 1411 U.S. 

Route 4 in South Danbury.  For more information, 

call 768-3191. 
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Report on the Spring Meeting of the NH 
Beekeepers Association, March 21, 2015 
At Bow, NH. 

By Barbara Burns 
 

The Spring NHBA meeting was well attended and thoroughly 
enjoyable.  The main speaker, Mike Palmer, was certainly a 
big draw.  The atmosphere was friendly and relaxed.  Vendors 
present seemed to be doing a brisk business.  The Spring 
Raffle was huge and enthusiastically supported. 
  
Mike Palmer started off the morning program with “The 
Sustainable Apiary”, his excellent presentation on using 
overwintered nucleus colonies to build a profitable and 
sustainable apiary. * Though the talk seemed to me to be 
aimed at the beekeeper with more than just handful of hives, 
there was much of interest to all.   

 

 
 
The second presentation:  Beekeeping in Slovenia was given 
by Susan Brouilette and her partner.  They are not only 
beekeepers but tour guides for trips to Slovenia, a beautiful 
country in the foothills of the Alps, where bees are a tourist 
attraction.  Only Carneolan bees may be raised there, and they 
are housed in colorful rear-entry style hives grouped on 
vehicles or in quaint cottages. 
One of the beautifully built hives was displayed; they are just 
now being imported to the US. 

 

 

 
After a delicious lunch catered by CC Tomatoes, Mike Palmer 
gave his second talk:  “Queen Rearing in the Sustainable 
Apiary”.*  Mike reviewed all the ways that bees can raise 
queens and explained the methods he uses that he has 
developed over the years.* 
 
One of the best ideas to be taken from the day for me was:  A 
club or group of clubs could work on creating an apiary where 
Mike’s techniques could be put to use and members willing to 
set up and work the apiary would have access to locally raised 
queens and nucs as a result of their efforts.  This has been 
done in VT. 
 
*Both of Mike Palmer’s talks (and others by him) are available 
for viewing on YouTube.  For this reason, I am not going into 
any detail on his methods.  They are well worth watching. 
 
In Other Business, the NHBA re-elected the same officers for 
the next year.  Barbara Lawler, President of NHBA, was the 
recipient of the  2015 Beekeeper of the Year Award. 

 
 
On display at the meeting was a very attractive set of panels 
depicting beekeeping in NH. It was created by Martin Marklin, 
our Pres. for use at the Farm and Forest Expo.   Each club in 
the state has an area to be “decorated” as they choose.  This 
is something we will need to address. 
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Radical Bee Hive 

Rakes in $4.8 Million 
Harlan March   10 ,  2015 

 

(Cedar and Stuart Anderson’s beekeeping idea has gotten lots of buzz. 
Photo: Flow) 

It’s a maker’s dream come true: come up with a great invention, set up a 
crowd-funding campaign, and surpass your goal in less than 10 minutes.  

For Australian father and son team Stuart and Cedar Anderson, founders of 
Flow, a simple idea has changed their lives forever: Twelve days into their 
Indiegogo fundraising campaign, they raised more than $4.8 million and 
counting for Flow™, a frame system for a beehive that enables honey to be 
extracted just by turning on a tap. 

The idea in question has the potential to change beekeeping, and maybe 
could even be a key in keeping the world’s bee population from further 
decline. It’s an invention that seems sweet to the more than 9,000 people 
who have contributed to the record-breaking Indiegogo campaign. 

“The Flow hive is now the largest international campaign ever on 
Indiegogo,” says Slava Rubin, CEO of Indiegogo. The company also set 
records for the most funds raised in one day: $2.1 million. 

Cedar Anderson says that a few posts to Facebook — his friend convinced 
him to join the social media network only about a month ago — got the 
snowball rolling. “We have a lot of friends of family who helped us by 
spreading the word,” he says. His sister made some videos and a friend 
built the website. “People think that we had a huge promotional budget 
behind us, but we just did it all ourselves,” he says. “Local media coverage 
went viral, and before we knew it, the whole world was taking a much 
greater interest than we thought possible.” 

Related story on Yahoo Makers: Killer Apps for Makers 

It’s easy to see why the invention has captured the world’s attention: Flow 
frames are comprised of partially formed honeycombs. Once installed in the 
beehive, the bees complete the honeycombs with their own wax and begin 
filling the cells with honey. When the cells are full and the bees have 
capped them off, a turn of a lever splits all the cells open, allowing the 
honey to run out and be channeled to an external tap where the honey is 
collected in jars. 

 

(With the Flow hive, honey is extracted through a tap. Photo: Flow) 

What does this mean for the bees and the beekeeper? Harvesting honey is 
far easier and less involved than traditional methods, and is less stress on 
the bees as well since the process doesn’t disturb them as much. 

“Harvesting was this long procedure, sweating in the bee suit, pulling apart 
the hives, heavy lifting, and all day processing just to get your honey,” says 
Cedar Anderson. “I just thought there had to be a better way, so my dad 
and I got to work inventing the beekeeper’s dream.” 

 

Cedar is a third-generation beekeeper, and a self-proclaimed born inventor; 
as a kid he and his siblings built a go-cart from an old generator and 
bicycles, and he and his dad adapted their farm trucks to run on used 
vegetable oil. He follows in his father’s footsteps in this respect: Dad Stu 
designed and built two of the houses in the rural cooperative in which he 
lives, and also developed a solar and water powered electrical generator 
that serves a dozen homes in the coop.  

His idea for Flow has been a decade in the making – he says he’s been 
trying various new methods for years, refining his failures into the final 
product. “People think of us as an overnight success, but it has taken years 
to get to this point,” he says. 

With the Indiegogo campaign, supporters have the option to make straight 
donations to the company, or to actually preorder their own Flow kits. The 
options range from a set of 3 Flow frames to install in an existing beehive, 
for $280 to a complete hive kit for $600, including the flow frames, a brood 
box, and everything needed –except the bees—to establish a hive. 

 

But would-be apiarists shouldn’t assume that the Flow Hive is a no-brainer 
way to get into beekeeping. “I want to stress that the Flow Hive still requires 
beekeepers to know what they’re doing, both for getting the results they 
want and for the wellbeing of the bees,” says Cedar. He says that Flow 
owners should educate themselves about bee care and try to connect with 
local experienced beekeepers to share knowledge and ideas. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.honeyflow.com/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/flow-hive-honey-on-tap-directly-from-your-beehive
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/13/130510-honeybee-bee-science-european-union-pesticides-colony-collapse-epa-science/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/13/130510-honeybee-bee-science-european-union-pesticides-colony-collapse-epa-science/
https://www.facebook.com/flowhive
https://www.yahoo.com/makers/killer-apps-for-makers-108082794835.html
http://www.urbanfarmonline.com/urban-livestock/bee-keeping/harvest-honey.aspx
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/apiarist
http://www.beeculture.com/directory/find-local-beekeeper/
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New Hampshire Department of Agriculture,  

Markets and Food  

Division of Plant Industry  
State Lab Bldg., 29 Hazen Drive  

Concord, New Hampshire 03301  

Phone: 603-271-3691  

Fax: 603 271-3692  

Application for Apiary Registration  
Beekeepers are encouraged to voluntarily register their apiaries for several reasons. The contact information and apiary 

location is provided for notification purposes to licensed applicators applying pesticides under special permits, such as 

for mosquito control. It helps national honey bee organizations, such as the Apiary Inspectors of America, assess the 

health of the honey bee industry nationwide and develop better methods of honey bee management. It can also be helpful 

for state and national agricultural statistics and policy, enabling estimates of the size and value of the industry in New 

Hampshire.  
Please complete the application and mail to the address listed above.  

Name (Print): _______________________________________________Telephone#:________________  

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________State:______________ Zip Code:________________  

Mailing Address (If different):____________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________State:______________ Zip Code:________________  

Please list the 

specific location of 

each apiary you 

maintain in the table 

below Apiary  

Number of Colonies  Location  
( Street address, town)  

County  Name of Landowner  

No. 1  

No. 2  

No. 3  

No. 4  

No. 5  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

KEARSARGE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

2015 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________ 

Street or PO Box_____________________________________Town__________________________ 

State___________ZIP_______________Phone________________________________ 

E-Mail_________________________________________________________________ 

Check:      ____New   or    ____Renewal 
 
Check one: 

I would like to receive my newsletter by downloading it from the club website_____ 
(Saves $ for the club)  www.kbanh.org 
    OR 
Please send a printed newsletter to my mailing address above_______ 
 

2015 DUES ARE $20.00     Please make checks payable to:  KBA 
MAIL TO:   Robin Gray 

              PO Box 275 
              Warner, NH  03278 
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